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Welcome 
Signs around the multiple construction 
sites on the Allendale Campus herald 
"The Next Grand Valley." On the sur-
face , it's an effort to put a positive spin 
on the dust, noise, and occasional 
detours that became facts of life just 
after commencement this past spring, as 
Grand Valley began its largest package 
of expansions and renovations. 
More significantly, though, the phrase 
describes where we, the members of the 
GVSU community of students and fami-
lies, alumni and friends, and faculty, 
staff, and retirees find ourselves. 
President Emeritus Lubbers has passed 
a huge torch, not just to President Mark 
Murray, but to each of us. 
The Next Grand Valley is upon us 
creating a stronger-than-ever sense that 
this university has reached a new level, 
built on the vast accomplishments of a 
remarkable era, and is poised for greater 
things as we move ahead in our state of 
becoming. 
It is against this backdrop that we inau-
gurate Grand Valley Magazine. It is our 
intent to offer a lively publication that 
reflects the people who are writing the 
Grand Valley success story each day. 
The magazine is accompanied by a Web 
site, where you will find lots of bonus 
information related to the printed 
articles. 
When you see the ~ symbol you'll 
know that what you're reading is Web-
enhanced at www.gvsu.edu/ 
gvmagazine. 
We invite your feedback. Comments 
and suggestions may be addressed to us 
on the Web. We'll print a selection in 
the magazine, as well. 
- Stephen Ward, editor 
President Mark Murray meets with the 
Grand Valley Magazine writing staff. 
••• 
Permanent lights showcase Lubbers Stadium 
L aker fans are out a little later on Saturday nights this fall. Permanent lighting, installed this past spring at 
Lubbers Stadium, allows a near-full home 
season of night football. Five of six home 
games were scheduled at night; next is a 
September 29 game against Northern 
Michigan University. (For a complete 
schedule, see page 9.) 
Athletic Director Tim Selgo said record 
crowds attended two night contests in past 
seasons, made possible with temporary 
lights . 
"Our students have shown they love the 
night games. It really adds to student life at 
Grand Valley on the weekends," he said. 
Selgo added that West Michigan families 
who find themselves busy on Saturday 
afternoons can now take in Laker games at 
night. 
PASSPORT 
Passport to live in 
new dorm 
Moving into campus housing for the first 
time usually involves meeting a host of new 
people and finding mutual interests. But resi-
dents of GVSU's new Passport House knew 
coming in that they have at least one thing in 
common: a pledge to remain alcohol, 
tobacco, and drug free. 
The student living center is an example of 
programs coordinated through the Alcohol 
Education, Research, and Training 
(ALERT) Laboratories to heighten aware-
ness of opportunities for a substance-free 
college experience. ALERT Labs serves as 
an umbrella for programs that focus on 
reducing "dangerous drinking" among 
GVSU students. 
Four light towers were installed this past June. 
Although all of GVSU's living centers have 
substance-free policies, the 175 freshmen 
living in Passport House have signed 
contracts stating they will abstain from 
drugs and alcohol. 
"We're giving them a community of people 
who feel the same way they feel," said Peter 
Haak, a senior majoring in biomedicine and 
a Passport assistant director. 
ALERT Director Nancy Harper said finding 
students to fill Passport House was easy. 
"We started with a list of 1,200 who said 
they didn' t want to live with a roommate 
who drank or smoked," Harper said. 
While Passport House is new, it comes on 
the coattails of a three-year-old mentoring 
program that matches freshmen with upper-
classmen. This year, about 70 mentors will 
acquaint 500 freshmen to campus life 
through social outings and educational 
programs. 
"It's an opportunity to introduce [freshmen] 
to people with similar interests and let them 
know that you can have fun at college with-
out drinking," said Rob Freidhof, a senior 
health science major. 
Freidhoff has been a Passport mentor for 
two years and is now an assistant director. 
"This is really a great opportunity," he said. 
"I've felt like I've had a positive impact on 
a number of people." 
000 
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Center for Health Professions underway 
Students outfitted in lab coats representing 
GVSU's health care, nursing, and life sci-
ences programs highlighted the May 23 
groundbreaking ceremony for the Center for 
Health Professions. 
The five-story building at Michigan and 
Lafayette streets in Grand Rapids is sched-
uled for completion in 2003. Totaling 
215,000 square feet, the building will house 
Prof-turned-lawmaker 
returns as dean of Arts 
and Humanities 
Jon Jellema 
Jon Jellema, former state representative and 
longtime faculty member at GVSU, was 
recently named dean of the Arts and 
Humanities Division. 
Jellema's long history at GVSU dates back to 
1972, when he joined the English faculty. 
. '~ .. -,t",, \ .. , 
classrooms, labs, and 
office space for five 
School of Health 
Professions programs, the 
Kirkhof School of 
Nursing, and Life 
Sciences. About 1,500 
students are enrolled in 
these programs. Douglas 
Kindschi, dean of Science 
and Mathematics, said the 
building allows room for 
expanding the university 's 
academic disciplines 
beyond its scheduled 
occupants. 
"This Center will help to 
develop new programs," 
Douglas Kindschi, dean of Science and Mathematics, addresses 
the crowd during groundbreaking ceremonies for the Center 
for Health Professions on May 23. 
Kindschi said. "And all of our education 
programs will stress an integrated, team 
approach to health care." 
••• 
Over the next two decades he was active 
throughout the university, at different times 
chairing the Faculty Senate and the English 
department, serving as assistant dean of 
William James College, and directing the 
Liberal Studies program. 
In 1994, Jellema, a Grand Haven Republican, 
was elected to the state House of 
Representatives, where he served three two-
year terms - the most allowed by 
Michigan's term limits law. 
Jellema returned to a position on the GVSU 
English faculty in January. His new duties as 
Arts and Humanities dean began July 2. 
Jellema said that his initial goals are to build 
a "strong sense of this division as a 
community, where people know about and 
value each others' work" and to reach out to 
include students in that community. The Arts 
and Humanities faculty numbers nearly 200 
full-time and 100 adjunct members. 
Enrollment numbers for 2000 showed 3,734 
students with majors in the division. 
The Center's location, near research centers 
and Grand Rapids hospitals, helps to 
solidify the university's role in health care 
and research . 
Be True to Your School 
MICHIGAN 
@SAMPL 
• GRANO VAl,LEY STATE UNIVERSITY • 
When your car sports a Michigan license 
plate featuring the GVSU logo you'll show 
school spirit and support the university's 
scholarship program, to which part of the 
license plate fee goes. 
The plates, which cost an additional $35, are 
available for passenger vehicles, motor homes, 
non-commercial vans, and pick-up trucks. 
The GVSU plate can be obtained through 
any branch office of the Michigan Secretary 
of State or by mail. 
000 
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Fall 2001 Arts Calendar 
LAT = Louis Armstrvng Theat re, Allendale 
PAC = Pe1forming Arts Cente1; Allendale 
CDC= Cook-DeWitt Cente1; Allendale 
ART 
AUGUST 24-SEPTEMBER 26 
Exhibition by New Art & Design Faculty. PAC. 
OCTOBER 8-31 
"Olga & Alexander Florensky: Miscellaneous." PAC. 
OCTOBER 17 
Inaugural De Vos Center A.t1 Lecture. Loosemore 
Auditorium, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 
Art & Design/Graphic Student Portfolios. PAC and 
Calder Art Center. 
MUSIC 
SEPTEMBER 
9 Lee Copen.haver, cello, and Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, 
piano. 8 p.m. CDC. 
9 Baum Lecture Series. Louis Nagel, piano. 3 p.m. PAC. 
13 Pianist Aviram Reichert, 1997 Van Cliburn Bronze 
Medalist. 8 p.m. LAT. 
25 A.Its at Noon. Audrey Luna, soprano. CDC. 
30 Paul Austin, horn, and special guests. 2 p.m. CDC. 
OCTOBER 
2 Arts at Noon. Classical guitarist Goran lvanovic. CDC. 
4 Almnn.i Recital Se1ies. Robe1t Gruca, '00, guitar. 8 p.m. 
PAC. 
5 The Old Vienna Comedy Project: 'Round Metternich, or 
Berko's Law; pe1formance, lecture. 8 p.m. PAC. 
10 A.Its at Noon. Musical melodrama, "Who Is It," by actor 
Andy Kirshner. LAT. 
14 Symphonic Wind Ensemble. 3 p.m. LAT. 
16 A.Its at Noon. Caroline Hong, piano, and Charles 
Wetherbee, violin. CDC. 
17 Symphony Orchestra. 8 p.m. LAT. 
19 University Singers, Festival Chorale, and Madrigal 
Ensemble. 8 p.m. LAT. 
21 University A1ts Chorale and Varsity Men. 3 p.m. LAT. 
22 Guest artist Frances Renzi, piano. 8 p.m. LAT. 
24 A1ts at Noon. Eisenhower Dance Ensemble. LAT. 
26 Grand Val ley Jazz Trio. 8 p.m. LAT. 
30 A.Its at Noon. Pianist Andreas Klein. CDC. 
30 11 th Van Cliburn International Piano Competition Conceit 
Series. Antonio Pompa-Baldi, sil ver medalist. 8 p.m. LAT. 
For ticket info1mation, call (616) 895-3484. 
NOVEMBER 
6 Arts at Noon. Christopher Kantner, fl ute, and Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaa.rd, piano. CDC. 
8 Student New Music Day: Electroacoustic Music Concert. 
4 p.m.; Composers Foru m. 8 p.m. PAC. 
11 Cello Ensemble, Chamber Orchestra, and Madrigal 
Ensemble. 2 p.m. CDC. 
12 The Perugino String Quartet. 8 p.m. PAC. 
18 BANDORAMA, Laker Marching Band. 8 p.m. LAT. 
19 Jazz Ensemble. 8 p.m. LAT. 
28 A1ts at Noon. Percussioni st/composer AJJen Otte. CDC. 
30 Symphony Orchestra. 8 p.m. LAT. 
DECEMBER 
1 University Singers, Festival Chorale, and Madrigal 
Ensemble. 8 p.m. LAT. 
2 Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Concert Band. 3 p.m. LAT. 
2 University Arts Choral and Varsity Men. 8 p.m. LAT. 
THEATRE 
SEPTEMBER 20-0CTOBER 19 
The 200 I Shakespeare Festival features a Shakespeare-
inspired event for every taste, even hip-hop. 
See www.gvsu.edu/shakes for a complete listing, 
including storytell ing, a film fest, and more. 
SEPTEMBER 28-0CTOBER 7 
"The Tempest.' ' Shakespeare Festival mainstage production. 
NOVEMBER 9-16 
"A Single Numberless Death." Adapted from Nora 
Strej ilevich's recent book by GVSU playwright-in-
residence Bob Mayberry. 
DECEMBER 7-9 
"No Exit" by Jean-Paul Sa.rt.re. GVSU Student Directors 
Serie . . 
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Artist Profile: 
Chin-Chin Chen 
A baby's cry, bubbling water, gunshots, the 
metallic squeal of train brakes ... these are 
some of the sounds that might come out of the 
Music Technology Center at GVSU. But by 
the time an audience hears them, they're likely 
to have been stretched, condensed, woven into 
a rhythm or melody, or otherwise manipulated 
in any number of ways. 
The desired result is electroacoustic music. 
The instrument, explains Chin-Chin Chen, 
director of the Music Technology Center and 
assistant professor of music at GVSU, is 
sound itself, modified through the use of elec-
tronics. 
Chen introduces students to working with 
sound by giving them a recording of a person 
talking and asking them to pick out the 
syllables they need to "cut and paste" together 
an assigned paragraph. Later, when arranging 
sounds into music, some students develop a 
story line; others create rhythms or melodies. 
The sky- or, rather, the ever-expanding 
world of cutting-edge music technology - is 
the limit. 
"There are no set rules. It's not like an instru-
ment with precise fingering," Chen said. "I 
can only offer them tools." 
Essential tools offered in the Music Technology 
Lab's 10 custom-designed work stations are 
computers with up-to-date software, mixers, 
and keyboards that allow students to synthe-
size, digitally process and edit sounds, and 
even try their hand at alg01ithrnic compostion. 
Students from a wide variety of disciplines, 
including audio engineering, computer sci-
ence, art and design, and, of course, music, are 
attracted to the courses. 
Electronic music has been around since the 
1950s, when musicians would electronically 
modify their music through up to four 
channels. Now, some conceits use up to 25 
channels using the computer as the p1imary 
equipment. The goal for students in the 
advanced composition classes is to compose 
for eight channels, said Chen, who encourages 
them to incorporate video production into their 
work. 
GVSU's Music Technology Center was 
established in 1997. Chen, an internationally 
recognized composer of electroacoustic music, 
joined the music faculty in 1999 after ea.ming 
a doctorate in composition and master's 
degrees in music theory and piano perform-
ance from the University of Illinois-Urbana. 
The Taiwan native's own compositions have 
been perf 01med and broadcast around the 
world. Her honors include first prize in 
electroacoustic music at the Concorso 
Internazionale Luigi Russolo in Varese, Italy, 
for her "Points of No Return" composition for 
- two-channel tape. 
Chen composes music for traditional instru-
ments, as well. Her premiere conceit at Grand 
Valley in Fall 2000 featured sopranos and 
horn, and string and percussion musicians, 
along with Chen's taped compositions. 
The hallmark of electronic music is that it 
changes as quickly as technology changes -
which presents unique challenges, Chen said. 
Developing the ability to adapt to new tech-
nology and to "figure things out" when the 
complex software has students stymied, or 
when the worst-case scenaiio - a computer 
crash - occurs, is part of the learning process 
for students. 
"You always have to catch up with what's 
going on now," she said. "I'm hoping that 
students leru.11 how to learn so that when they 
go to a new studio and encounter new soft-
ware, they'll know how to begin." 
Music technology students demonstrate their 
work in an electroacoustic conceit held each 
semester. The Fall 2000 concerts are sched-
uled for Thursday, November 8 (see Arts 
Calendar). ~ 
- by Nancy Willey 
Athlete Profile: 
Quarterback Curt Anes 
For their inaugural season of night football, 
the Lakers are led by a veteran quarterback. 
Curt Anes helped pilot GVSU to a 7-4 
record last season by throwing 10 touch-
downs and running for another five. When 
he began playing the sport, Anes didn't 
entertain notions of playing quarterback. 
"When I first went out for football, I just 
assumed I would be a running back because 
of my brother," said Anes, a 6'2", 210-
pound junior from Kentwood. His older 
brother John was a running back at the 
University of Michigan and GVSU. 
Coaches, however, liked Anes' arm and 
converted him into a signal caller. Anes 
quarterbacked the junior varsity team at 
East Kentwood High School to an undefeat-
ed eason before he was promoted to the 
varsity team. During his junior year, the 
Falcons won a conference title and Anes 
caught the eye of GVSU head coach Brian 
Kelly, among many others. 
"We were in a situation where we wanted 
the very best local players, and Curt had a 
well-known name because of his brother" 
Kelly said. "A lot of Division I schools ' 
were recruiting him pretty hard." 
D~ring a recruiting visit to GVSU, Anes 
said he was impressed with the Allendale 
Campus, coaching staff, facilities, and 
proximity to home. 
"It's close to home, but not too close," he 
said. "one of the big factors is that it would 
be real convenient for my family to see me 
play." 
Anes played in all 11 games last season. He 
completed 56.5 percent of his passes ( 143 
of 253) and had six interceptions. Anes said 
he looks forward to leading a team that fin-
ished with a six-game winning streak. 
"In the beginning of last season, the team 
chemistry just wasn't there," he said. "But 
at the midway point, we just started to click 
and that should carry right through this 
fall." 
Anes, who is teaching himself to play an 
acoustic guitar, is enrolled in the School of 
Education, majoring in movement science 
with a minor in business. He's leaning 
toward graduate school and said he hopes 
to coach football someday. 
- by Michele Johnson 
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Fall Sports Calendar 
Football 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct.6 
Oct.13 
Oct.20 
Oct.27 
Nov.3 
Nov.10 
(remaining games) 
at Northwood University 
atAsWand University 
Notthem Michigan University 
at Ferris State University 
at University of Indianapolis 
Mercyhurst College (Homecoming) 
at Michigan Tech University 
Wayne State University 
Hillsdale College 
7 p.m. 
lp.m. 
7p.m. 
J:30p.m. 
1 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
12 noon 
7p.m. 
1 p.m. 
Men's Basketball 
Nov. J McLaughlin All Stars (Exhibition) 7p.m. 
Nov.5 Fort Wayne (Exhibition) 7p.m. 
Nov. 15-17 at Disney Tournament, Orlando, Fla. 
Nov. 23 at Van Andel Arena Tournament 
Nov. 27 Northwood University 8 p.m. 
Dec. J at University of Findlay 3 p.m. 
Dec.4 Grace Bible College 8p.m. 
Dec.6 Mercyhurst College 8p.m. 
Dec. 8 Gruman Univeisity 3p.m. 
Dec.14 Olivet College 7p.m. 
Dec. 18 Finlandia University 7:30p.m. 
Dec. 20 Rochester College 8p.m. 
Dec. 22 Wayne State Unive1-sity 3p.m. 
Women's Basketball 
Nov. 16-17 
Nov. 23-24 
Nov. 28 
Dec. I 
Dec.4 
Dec.6 
Dec. 8 
Dec. 15 
Dec. 28-29 
Volleyball 
Sept. 14 
Sept.15 
Sept.16 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 25 
Sept. 28 
Sept. 29 
Oct.5 
Oct.6 
Oct.12 
Oct.13 
Oct.19 
Oct.20 
Oct.21 
Oct.25 
Nov.2 
Nov.3 
at California of Pennsylvania Tournament 
at No1th Dakota State Tournament 
Northwood University 6 p.m. 
at University of Findlay 1 p.m. 
Rochester College 6 p.m. 
Mercyhm-st College 6 p.m. 
Gannon University l p.m. 
Tri-State University 1 p.m. 
at Hillsdale College Tournru11ent 
Michigru1 Tech Unive1-sity 7 p.rn. 
Northern Michigru1 University 4p.rn. 
L'lke Supetior State University l p.rn. 
at Saginaw Valley State Unive1-sity 7 p.m. 
at Northwood University 3p.m. 
Fenis State University 7 p.m. 
at University of Findlay 7p.m. 
atAshlru1d University lp.m. 
Mercyhm-st College 7 p.rn. 
Gannon University 4p.m. 
Wayne State University 7p.m. 
Hillsdale College 4p.m. 
at Lake Superior State University 7p.m. 
at Michigan Tech University TBA 
at Northern Michigan University lp.m. 
at Fenis State University TBA 
No1thwood University 7p.m. 
Saginaw Valley State University 4p.m. 
Women's Soccer 
Sept. J 4 at University of Charleston, Chat-Jeston, W.Va. 
Sept. 16 at Davis at1d Elkins College, Elkins, W.Va. 
Sept. 21 Aquina, College 5 p.m. 
Oct. 6 Saginaw Valley State University 3 p.rn. 
Oct. 12 at Northern Michigat1 University I p.m. 
Oct. 14 atN01thwood University 2 p.m. 
Oct. 17 Hillsdale College 3 p.m. 
Oct. 20 Mercyhmst College 3 p.m. 
Oct. 21 Gannon University 1 p.m. 
Oct. 27 at University ofFindlay 3 p.m. 
Oct. 28 at Ashland University l p.rn. 
Nov. 3 Penis State University l p.m. 
Men's and Women's Cross Country 
Sept. l 5 at University ofWisconsin-Parkside 
Sept. 22 Tower Trdi.l Classic 
Sept. 29 at Loyola Lakefront open, Chicago 
Oct. 12 Michigat1 Intercollegiate Chat11pionships, Detroit 
Oct. 20 GLIAC Championships, Ashlat1d, Ohio 
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WRI Names New Director 
GVSU's 
Robert B. 
Annis Water 
Resources 
Institute has 
named Alan 
D. Steinman, 
former 
director of 
the Lake 
Okeechobee 
Restoration 
Program at 
the South 
Alan D. Steinman 
Florida Water Management District, as its new 
director. 
Steinman, who replaces retired director 
Ronald Ward, has more than 15 years of 
research and management experience in the 
Kellogg grant enables 
Johnson Center for 
·Philanthropy to 
enhance services 
Joel Orosz 
Rapid 
nation wide 
growth in 
community 
and private 
foundations 
has led 
GVSU to 
enhance 
services pro-
vided by its 
Dorothy A. 
Johnson 
Center for 
Philanthropy 
and Nonprofit Leadership. The W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation recently awarded 
GVSU a $445,000 "knowledge manage-
ment" grant. Joel Orosz, Kellogg 
Foundation program director, said the 
grant will allow Johnson Center staff to 
publish literature, host conferences, and 
train foundation staff members around the 
10 I Fall 2001 
areas of ecological sciences, natural resources, 
and environmental science. 
Steinman earned a Ph.D. in botany from 
Oregon State University in 1987. He holds a 
master's degree from the University of Rhode 
Island and a bachelor's degree from the 
University of Vermont. 
He takes the helm of the institute as it gets set-
tled in the new $5 .5 million Lake Michigan 
Center, which was dedicated June 21. 
The new facility, located at 740 W. Shoreline 
Drive, features breathtaking views of 
Muskegon Lake and houses sophisticated sci-
entific equipment. It includes a 24,500-square-
foot research facility with two classrooms, 
four laboratories, administrative offices, con-
ference rooms, and classrooms. The site 
state and country in the business of giving 
for the common good. 
"The current state of philanthropy is similar 
to a medieval trade," Orosz said. "It's like a 
trade that you learn from a master and then 
teach to an apprentice. 
"When people begin working for a founda-
tion, they ask, 'What can I read to help me 
learn this job?' Well, there's almost 
nothing." 
There are about 60,000 foundations in the 
United States, and about 10 percent of that 
number were established in 1999 and 2000. 
Orosz credited the growth to strong eco-
nomic times and transfers of family estates 
to younger generations. 
"Some experts predict that $4 J trillion will 
pass by inheritance, and if only 1 percent of 
that were to go to philanthropic organiza-
tions that's still a huge number to deal 
with," he said. 
Donna VanI waarden, director of the Johnson 
Center, said the Kellogg grant will help 
foundations and other similar organizations 
manage their resources wisely. 
includes docking space for research vessels, 
including GVSU's own W G. Jackson and 
D. J. Angus. 
The Annis Water Resources Institute was 
established in 1986 to preserve, protect, and 
improve natural resources. The institute con-
ducts studies for county governments and 
municipalities throughout the state. Thousands 
of K-12 and university students study water 
quality issues each year through the institute's 
research program, which includes regular 
study trips on Muskegon Lake and Lake 
Michigan. 
In November, the new facility will accommo-
date the Lake Michigan: State of the Lake 
2001 conference, a follow-up to a successful 
GVSU symposium hosted in 1999. 
"This project will place the Johnson Center 
in the forefront of this nationally significant 
work," she said. 
A 1992 Kellogg grant helped establish the 
Johnson Center for Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership. The center is located 
in the De Vos Center on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus, and is named after 
Dorothy "Dottie" Johnson, the current 
GVSU Board of Trustees chair. For more 
information about the center, visit its Web 
site at www4.gvsu.edu/philanthropy. 
Joel J. Orosz, program director for 
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, has 
been named distinguished professor 
of philanthropic studies at GVSU. 
He becomes the third person in the 
university's history to hold the title 
of distinguished professor. Orosz's 
duties, which officially begin in 
September, will include helping 
facilitate a "knowledge manage-
ment" grant · received by GVSU's 
Dorothy A. Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Leadership. 
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Biology labs: Inquiring minds want to know 
Jann Joseph 
Jann Joseph wonders how science majors ever 
got tagged with a "non-creative" label. 
"People think that only arts and humanities 
people are creative, but scientists have to be 
Video, CD-ROM show 
brainy side of 
psychology 
The image is classic academia: students in lab 
coats brandishing scalpels and hunching over 
silver trays. Some may look a bit queasy; 
after all, dissection is not for everyone. 
Two psychology professors have taken that 
classic image and updated it for the 21st cen-
tury by creating a video and interactive CD-
ROM showing the anatomy of a human brain. 
Richard Paschke and Xandra Xu received a 
grant from the Pew Faculty Teaching and 
Leaming Center to buy equipment for the 
project. But as Paschke explained, a mini-
studio in his basement - complete with 
editing equipment - gave them a headstart. 
"I set up three cameras in my basement. One 
camera was mounted to the supports on the 
ceiling for an overhead shot," he said. 
creative," said Joseph, assistant professor of 
biology. 
When Joseph began teaching, she was both-
ered by some of the introductory biology labs 
that seemed to perpetuate the stereotype of a 
scientific student: one who follows written 
steps to an experiment, achieves the result 
and moves on to another set of instructions. 
"We had many of what they call 'cookbook 
labs' that leave little room for students to 
inquire," said the Trinidad native. "These labs 
tend to give students the impression that that's 
what scientists do - they only follow proce-
dural experiments." 
Joseph learned to teach inquiry-based labs 
when she was a Ph.D. candidate at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. She hoped 
Grand Valley's Biology 103 labs could be 
taught in a similar manner, but knew training 
was needed for adjunct faculty members. 
To pay for that training, Joseph applied for and 
received a grant from GVSU's Pew Faculty 
Teaching and Learning Center. Now, students 
••• 
Two brains on loan from Spectrum Health's 
pathology department were the stars of the 
show. 
Paschke and Xu first wrote a script; then Xu 
performed the narration and dissection. 
Paschke shot the video and did the postpro-
duction work, including adding jazz back-
ground music (he's also a musician). This is 
the second video dissection project for the 
two faculty members, who first produced a 
video using a sheep brain. 
"Even in anatomy courses in medical schools, 
students are using virtual cadavers these 
days," Paschke said. "This is the digital era 
we are in, and we have all of these possibili-
ties that were previously unavailable to us." 
The video, titled "Human Brain Anatomy," 
gives multiple views of the brain; areas are 
labeled and also shown in animation. 
Paschke then created an interactive computer 
program and transferred the program and 
video clips to CD-ROM. The CD begins with 
a menu screen that allows students to choose 
which section of the brain they want to study. 
in "Biology of People" labs have license to 
devise their own experiments. Joseph and other 
instructors approve these expe1iments before 
allowing students to continue. 
For example, one lab objective asks students to 
test water samples for the best conditions to 
grow lettuce. Joseph said the "old-fashioned" 
way would have given students the precise 
water measurement. 
Under the new method, and left to their own 
calculations, some students drowned their 
seeds in water, others provided too little, and 
others used uneven methods of watering seeds. 
"When students learn by doing it, they take 
ownership of the information. The old-fash-
ioned way was too efficient," she continued. 
"When students go out and get jobs, they will 
have to figure problems out for themselves. It's 
about ideas, not filling in the blanks." 
Joseph says she would like next to devise an 
experiment of her own to compare how cook-
book- and inquiry-based labs factor into 
student performance. 
Text screens explain the content and "hot 
words" within the text are linked to video 
clips of the dissection. 
"In our department, we don't have wet labs 
equipped for large groups of students. 
Creating these modules on video and CD-
ROM really enhances our courses." Paschke 
said. 
"This is a different kind of scholarly research 
than one usually associates with data 
collection," he continued. "It's more about 
researching different teaching methods and 
devising novel ways to present material." 
Lateral View 
• 
gvmagazine.gvsu.edu I 11 
or new Grand Valley State University President 
Mark A. Murray, this year will be one lived under a 
microscope, with every move watched closely both 
within and beyond the GVSU community. 
Murray's predecessor, Arend D. Lubbers, spent 32 years 
building a university in his unique vision. The success of the 
Lubbers presidency is undeniable, and its duration ensures 
that few people in the Grand Valley community know any-
thing different. 
Much of the focus will be on leadership - a focus that 
doesn 't intimidate Murray. His credentials are well established: 
he was formerly the treasurer of the state of Michigan, the 
head of several other state departments , and Gov. John 
Engler's education policy advisor. If leadership is the ques-
tion, by most accounts Murray has the answers. 
Vision, strategy, likeability 
One of Murray's biggest supporters during the presidential 
search was GVSU Trustee Paul Hillegonds , who currently 
serves as president of Detroit Renaissance and was previously 
the Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives. 
"(Murray) has vision, thinks strategically, and was well liked 
by all. I think those are the qualities that will make him a ve1y 
fine president at Grand Valley State University," Hillegonds said. 
It was during Hillegonds ' tenure in Lansing that he got to 
know Murray. 
"I saw him in a role that demanded not only vision but 
strong administrative skills and the ability to work with a very 
diverse community," he said, noting that Murray had to work 
with not only Republicans and Democrats, but also with peo-
ple from very different parts of the state. "He handled all of 
those challenges well," Hillegonds said. 
The challenges of following such a successful administra-
tion are great. Murray said he will spend the first year learn-
ing exactly what it is that makes Grand Valley successful. 
"I don't have a preconceived master plan," he said. "I want 
to make sure we have some picture of where we're going 
over the next five years or so, so that there is some sense -
and this has to be a shared sense - of where the institution 
is going, because the work of taking the institution there , of 
course, is done by people in the institution." 
That shared vision is key to the smooth operation of the 
university, Murray said, adding, ''As long as we have that 
shared picture of where we are going, people can do their 
work effectively without having interventions or missives from 
Zumberge [Library, home of the president's office]. That's how 
the organization moves. " 
Murray's style is to come up with a five-year target, with 
goals set on an annual basis. 
"I'm not a big fan of setting out two- or three- or four-year 
plans because, frankly, once you 've completed the work in 
the first year, you tend to learn something, and the fac tual 
circumstances have changed somewhat and your experiences 
have taught you some things. So, if you plan for the next year 
and then come back and plan the next year without changing 
that fundamental target, then , I think, you are most effective." 
That direction will be derived from the GVSU community 
as a whole, Murray said. 
"I will not promulgate a ... mission statement on behalf of the 
whole institution . I will look at the efforts that have already 
taken place and continue the discussion and see what emerges 
as a mission statement organically from the institution, " he said. 
But that doesn 't mean the new administration won't make 
some changes. 
"Will there be tough choices to be made? There are always 
tough choices to be made," Murray said. "I've worked in a 
number of different organizations and I think people have 
recognized that I've listened, worked with people, and 
attempted to move fo1ward toward solutions." 
"I don't like simply discussing the problem over and over 
again forever, but I want to make sure that we discuss the 
problem for a while," he added. "To make sure we can fash-
ion the best possible solution, and then we move forward. " 
Hard decisions 
One of the most public examples of Murray's ability to 
make decisions under fire came in 1999 when Murray was 
Gov. Engler's appointee to the Detroit School Board as part 
of a state takeover of the failing public school district. Murray 
exercised his veto power over the majority favorite candidate 
for the district's CEO position. 
That decis ion was met with protest from several corners of 
Detroit - incl uding Mayor Dennis Archer. Murray's position 
was made even more difficult because he was a Republican 
appointee and the lone white member of a board overseeing 
schools in the largely black and Democrat city. 
"It was difficult personally. I don't like being in a situation 
where we can 't find common ground or a common solution. 
But, I think it is testimony - and I will find myself in those 
situations again in my professional life - where someone has 
to make a decision, and when it's my time to make decisions, 
I'm prepared to make decisions." 
Murray stands by his decision , adding that many others in 
the community have come around to agree. 
President :\Jurray and Pn.:siclcm Emeritus Lubbers chat during the All-Alumni Golf Outing. 
Frank Fountain, the current chairman of the Detroit School 
Board, was described in media accounts at the time as being 
"visibly ang1y" over Murray's decision. But in a recent inter-
view, he praised Murray's abilities. 
"That was a tough experience for all of us, but I think we 
respected Mark and his decision, and we managed to get past 
that point as a board, and I think thereafter we worked very 
well with each other, " Fountain said. "I think as a board we 
have worked extremely well together, and Mark has been a 
major part of that and a major contributor. " 
'"He has a passion for education," Fountain added. "That 
passion comes through in his studiousness and the amount of 
knowledge he has gained over the years. It was a surprise to 
us , because you wouldn't expect that from a state treasurer. " 
That passion for education, coupled with his experiences in 
state bureaucracy, wiil make Murray a good leader for GVSU, 
Fountain said. 
"He knows business, he knows finance , he knows how to 
dig into a problem or an issue and analyze that issue and 
come up with a good, intelligent decision," Fountain said. 
Murray has some equally tough decisions ahead of him at 
GVSU. One of the first big tests will be the selection of a new 
provost, following the retirement of Glenn Niemeyer after 38 
years at Grand Valley and 21 years as provost. 
Another hot topic is the question of whether the university 
should extend health benefits to the live-in partners of same-
sex couples - an issue that received considerable attention 
in the waning days of the Lubbers presidency. 
"Well, clearly this is a difficult issue at Grand Valley; it 's a 
difficult issue at institutions around the country. Local units 
of government are debating various forms of the question of 
human rights ordinances. This is an issue of much discussion 
and many different points of view," Murray said. "President 
Lubbers opened the issue, looked at it, made the judgment 
that it wasn't right at this point in time for Grand Valley, but 
asked a study committee to look at it. I look forwa rd to the 
chance to meet with the study committee and see if I come 
to a different judgment. " 
Part of the issue w ill be balancing community opinion and 
good business sense. 
"We are in West Michigan, and the views and values of our 
community and our partners are relevant," Murray said. "I view 
• 
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"I don't like being in, a situation 
u,,here ioe don't.find conunon 
ground .. But ... ioben it's 1n~y tirne 
to 1nake decisioris, /'1n prepared 
to rnake decisions.-'' 
- Af ark llifurray 
it, in some sense, as a business question of what's good for 
the overall organization. I don't think an organization is 
inherently wrong if it offers such benefits. I also don't 
believe that any employee benefit is inherently some form 
of civil right. It is the nature of the compensation package 
between the employer and the employee ." 
Faculty and staff members who are concerned about life 
under a new chief shouldn't be worried, according to Chief 
Deputy Treasurer Julie Croll. She worked under Murray in 
the Treasury Department and said he was a great boss . 
"He was wonderful, he truly was ," she said. "His leader-
ship is excellent. He is very decisive and I think he has an 
excellent sense of judgment. " 
"I think he gives folks a real sense that he relies on them," 
Croll said. "I'm not saying he always agrees with everything, 
but he's a good listener. " 
Croll described Murray as "very imaginative ," adding, 
"I think he is very much an idea person, but unlike many 
idea people he is really capable of implementation." 
As much of a change as the new presidency poses for 
GVSU, it poses as significant a change for Murray and his 
family , which includes wife Elizabeth and three daughters, 
ages 13, 17, and 21. 
"It is a transition, as anyone who has moved knows," 
Murray said. "It is a transition when you pull up your roots , 
and our roots are fairly deep in Lansing. But we're only an 
hour away, so we're not going to lose touch with family and 
friends. We think it's a real opportunity. " ~ 
- by Brian J. Bowe 
The Murrays meet Grand Va lley Trustee Donna Brooks in the Alumni House 
during the candidate inte1view days in March. 
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On July 2, Mark A. Murray walked into the Grand Valley State University 
President's office for the first time as its official occupant. In an interview with the 
Grand Valley Magazine writing staff, President Murray shared some thoughts on his 
leadership style, the prospect of changes at GVSU, and his approach to such issues 
as state funding and enrollment. 
GVM: Succeeding Don Lubbers must be like following 
Franklin Roosevelt, or Coach John Wooden at UCLA, or 
maybe, more relevant to our situation, it's like succeeding 
John Hannah, the longtime president of Michigan State who 
shaped what that school became in the 20th century. How 
are you helped, and do you sense that you're at all hindered, 
by the Lubbers legacy? 
MURRAY: Well, overwhelmingly it's an advantage. President 
Lubbers is well recognized, and I certainly respect the work he's 
done in building Grand Valley. It's a story t hat can't be told in very 
many settings of someone who's made that profound an impact 
on an institution, taking it through that many phases of its growth 
with such strong leadership . And so I come into a situation where I 
understand that there is a sense of transition . And how do you 
ever fill his shoes? Legitimate question, but I'm my own person . His 
success was in being who he was; my success will be in being who 
I am. I'm coming into an opportunity to lead an institution that's in 
very good shape. Its mission is well understood . The physical plant 
is beautiful. The programs are strong . The quality of the student 
body is ever improving. And so, while there is some additional chal-
lenge in following such a strong and effective figure, overwhelm-
ingly I'm coming into a wonderfu l situation, and it w ill be to the 
advantage of the institution. And I think I'll be able to move to 
strong leadership in appropriate time . 
GVM: You and your family have pulled up nearly lifelong roots 
in Lansing. What are your impressions of West Michigan? 
MURRAY: Well, we're certa inly not strangers to West Michigan, but 
we don't know it as well as some other parts of the state. So it just 
looks like fun for the family to be in a situation to meet and live an 
experience in a new community. We've got a wonderful housing 
setup. We'll be that much closer to the lake, good schools, nice 
community, interesting stores and restaurants . So, we're excited to 
be moving. It is a transition, as anyone who has moved knows. It is 
a transition when you pul l up your roots, and our roots are fairly 
deep. But we're only an hour away, so we're not going to lose 
touch with family and friends. We think it's a real opportunity. 
GVM: During the interviews of presidential candidates, there 
was a small but vocal faction among faculty members who 
expressed skepticism of your ability to lead the university. 
What are you doing, or planning to do, to reach out to the 
faculty in general, and the skeptics in particular? 
MURRAY: I expected and I think it's appropriate for the faculty to ask 
the question . I think, in time, I'll have the opportunity to demon-
strate that I have good knowledge of education. I have experience. I 
grew up in a household where my mother was employed at the uni-
versity; my dad was on the faculty at the university. l ... have friends 
w ho are faculty members. I'm aware of the environment. I'm not a 
faculty member, and the president doesn't need to be. But the pres-
ident does need to recognize the appropriate importance of the fac-
ulty in lead ing an institution, in setting an overall tone, and I certain-
ly do. I look forward to working w ith the faculty. It's one of the real 
attractions of working in higher education - the opportunity to 
work with so many interesting, thoughtfui people. 
GVM: How important is it to be liked by everyone? 
MURRAY: I always prefer to be liked, but most important, I like to 
get my job done effectively, and to ensure that the organization I'm 
working with moves forward effectively, and that has to involve 
having groups within the organization, within the campus, be 
allies. There's no success, there's no margin, in alienating groups, 
but I have a role as president to help direct the institution, to help 
secure resources for the institution. And in any large organization, I 
hope to have many al lies, and I know I'll have some people who 
will never be entirely comfortable. 
GVM: Some of the talk around the coffee makers of campus 
includes predictions that you'll be a no-nonsense, bottom-
line leader who'll want to shake things up. Is this accurate 
about your style, and do you sense that any areas within the 
university could use a tune-up? 
MURRAY: Any organization will have areas that can benefit from 
some tuning up. A shake-up? No, I don't see any area in the uni-
versity, at th is point, that needs a shake up, if a shake up is more 
severe than a tune up, using those kinds of figures of speech . I do 
believe it's important for an organization's leader to help define 
the central purpose and keep an organization on core mission. 
There are many attributes and many pressures on an organization, 
which cause it to drift. That's true in most public enterprises; it's 
common in education. Our job is to be absolutely excellent in our 
educationa l niche . My job over the next year is to work with the 
groups here on campus to understand, at some level of detail, how 
it is the school has been so successful, and what the elements are 
that have contributed most to that success so that we can build on 
those and ensure that the university continues forward with the 
kind of success and kind of pace we've seen. 
GVM: We receive the least in per-student state funding. 
We've never even been at the minimum level of funding the 
Legislature itself prescribed for us. In fact, we probably 
wouldn't have needed this year's tuition increase if we were 
at that minimum. You arrive now with an impressive Lansing 
resume. Can you wave a magic wand and bring Grand Valley 
the respect it deserves? 
M URRAY: No, there is no such magic wand. We've been granted a 
very important mission, a public charter to run a universi ty, and that 
is an awesome responsibility and a tremendous opportunity for pro-
fessional creativity. In order to carry out our mission, we need four 
underlying supports and this is true here or at any other public uni-
versity. We need tuition, state appropriations, development dollars, 
and research grants. Now, we are not a heavy research institution. 
We will receive some research grants, but our primary base support 
to accompl ish this mission will be tuition , appropriations, and devel-
opment. The entire community has a ro le in every one of those 
because the community se lls itself. It sells itself to the students. It 
sells itself to the state Legislature . It sells itself to our private donors 
who have been so key to our growth and quality. And in each of 
those areas we have been doing a great job. That is why our tuition 
is up, because we have more students, we have ever-higher quality 
admit classes. On the appropriations side ... every un iversity is scram-
bling for additional appropriations. I thin k our case is as strong as any. We have a basic equity that shou ld be 
addressed. There is a basic amount t hat every student at Grand Va lley deserves. That case has been made. It 
has been made fo r a number of yea rs, and t here has been substantial progress. We had the largest increase in 
the 1990s of any of the publ ic universities . Even with all of that success, we didn't achieve the full level of 
funding that was appropriate . Having been on the other side of this, in t he budget roles I've been in, I was 
part of making su re that t he increases w ere as substantial as they w ere. But w hen you have 15 public univer-
sities all competing, many specialized, many having special stories - they're different t han our stories but 
they are still special stories - it is a tough competition fo r those funds. I do know the process as well as any-
one, and we'll be able competitors in that, but it is a tough competition . I can 't pretend that there is some 
magic wand, and I don't expect to have automatic and immediate success, but I can assure the community 
that we will be working hard to be as effective as we can be. 
GVM: Should we cap enrollment? 
MURRAY: The question of the overall size of Grand Valley is ripening. In the coming year it will be one of t he 
issues I discuss with faculty, staff, students, alumn i, and community leaders . I w ant to be very ca reful in any 
such discussion of overall size for Grand Valley that we make the judgment primarily based on educational 
quality. This discussion will relate to both overall size, and size at individual campuses . Once w e decide t he 
right size, we'l l have to make the finances work . I firmly believe that we can't grow to the size of the 
largest universities - the 40,000 student institutions - and still offer the kind of personal experience, direct 
contact with facu lty, the comfortable environment that is so we ll respected about Grand Va lley and has been 
central to our success . I'm not sure exactly how large we can grow, but the question should be joined in the 
year ahead. At the same time we look at the overa ll size of enrollment, we need to be prepared for changes 
in our student mix. We've moved in recent years to more full-time students . Our high qual ity is attracting 
students from around t he state - and I be lieve in time we w ill attract more students from around the 
Midwest, the nation, and the world. We absolutely have an ob ligation to reach out actively to commun ities 
of color. I want to ensure that our great education is available to individuals who come from communities in 
which an opportunity for higher education was historically more lim ited . And obviously - at least I hope it 's 
obvious by now to most people - the GVSU experience is that much richer for our students when they are 
in a teaching and learning environment that reflects the wonderful diversity of our state and nation. 
GVM: Who are the people who have influenced your life? 
MURRAY: Often, my bosses, often my co-workers, and in many cases my subordinates - as a core infl uence 
on who you become. I've learned a lot from them. On a personal basis, I don 't know how you can ever not 
look back to your family. My parents w ere very important for me and gave me a very basic sense of doing 
what I believe is right. Neither of them was primarily focused on making money. Public service was impor-
tant to them, and that was a component of why I've been so comfortable in public service over the years. 
Our house was full of books . My dad w as a faculty member; my mom was a writer in the news bureau at 
M ichigan State University. The printed w ord , t he w ri tten w ord, language, read ing - that was all central to 
our life growing up . There wasn 't a higher value t han education in our life, and we stayed focused in school 
and found opportunities to serve in public life . I don' t have a great heroic figure like Winston Churchill or 
Mohandas Gandhi, w ho has somehow shaped my life. It 's really more the people I have encountered in my 
w ork life or my family life w ho show ed forth a commitment to hard work and to values that really made the 
difference . ~ 
Mark A. Murray, Born July 5, 1954. 
Family: Married to Elizabeth, 46, for 22 years. 
Children: Hannah, 21, Laura, 17, and Ellen, 13. 
Previous positions: Michigan State Treasurer and Special Policy 
Advisor to Gov. John Engler; Vice President of Finance and 
Operation for Michigan State University; State Budget Director; 
Acting Director of the Family Independence Agency; Director 
of the Business Research Office for the Michigan Commerce 
Department; Director of Offices of Health and Medical Affairs, 
and Health and Human Services. 
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Holocaust survivor Joseph Stevens' relationship with Grand Valley began 13 years ago with a 
guest lecture in Prof. William Bau m's class. Now, his account of daring deception of the Nazis 
has become the first university-published book. 
T here was a time when Joseph Stevens, a young Polish Jew confronted with Hitler's death grip on Europe, didn't expect to live to see another day. He would have been astonished to have known that he 
would not only survive the Nazi Holocaust, but would 
also eventually move to the American Midwest, start a suc-
cessful company, and live long enough to enjoy grandchildren. 
Now 83 and having accomplished all of the above, Stevens 
again has reason to be surprised: this time by the interest 
generated by a memoir he wrote detailing his resistance to 
the Nazis - first by refusing to wear the Star of David, and 
eventually through direct sabotage missions - and the build-
ing of a new life in Grand Rapids , Michigan. 
"I was telling [sons Richard and Jack Stevens] the story and 
they said, 'Why don't you put it down on paper?' So I sat 
down and started writing," Stevens said. "It was for the kids, 
for my family and myself. I thought, 'No else is going to be 
interested. '" 
He was mistaken. That memoir, now titled Good Morning, 
has become Grand Valley's first university-published book 
and has received widespread recognition as another valuable 
perspective on the tragedy of the Nazi years. 
" Good Morning is an important contribution to literature on 
the Holocaust," said GVSU President Emeritus Arend D. 
Lubbers, who initiated the publishing effort. "The author and 
the subject make it an important first publication for Grand 
Valley State University. " 
Stevens' relationship with Grand Valley began 13 years ago 
when a mutual friend introduced him to William Baum, a 
GVSU political science professor who had recently begun a 
Holocaust class. Stevens tentatively agreed to share his own 
World War II memories . 
"When I spoke to his class in February 1988, it was actually 
the first time I talked about it publicly," Stevens said. 
In the ensuing years Stevens became a regular guest speak-
er in Baum's classes and at other area colleges, churches, and 
organizations. In 1990, Grand Valley honored Stevens with the 
establishment of the Joseph Stevens Freedom Endowment, 
which is used to bring speakers to the university to continue 
the dialogue about freedom. 
A Jew among Nazis 
Good Morning begins in 1938 when Stevens (then 
Szczecinski), a student at the Federal Graphic Institute of 
Learning and Research in Vienna, Austria, had the unnerving 
experience of attending a speech by Adolf Hitler, whose 
screaming condemnation of Jews and other "enemies" was met 
with ecstatic approval from the crowd. Fortunately, Stevens' 
blonde hair and auslander, or foreign, status excused him from 
close scrutiny. That year he also witnessed the growing perse-
cution of Jews, including those forced to clean the streets on 
their hands and knees using toothbrushes and clothing items 
- but nothing prepared him for what was to come. 
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Jozef Szczecinski , right, with two Underground recruits in a photo taken by a German soldier. Szczecinski family, c. 1936. Abraham, Lila, Jozef (right), and parents Helena and Jacob. 
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''There was a tirne in rr~v life when, upon, awakening in the 
1norning, I considered it a blessing to greet sorneone with 
Stevens returned to his hometown of Kalisz, on the 
German-Polish border, to work in his family 's printing plant, 
but not long after he was inducted into the Polish military 
and was sent to Vilnius, Lithuania. In 1941, as Nazi troops 
began their march into Lithuania , Stevens again found himself 
in clanger. Fearing that wearing the yellow Star of David, as 
ordered, would likely lead to death, he escaped to a small 
village outside of town. 
Stevens' narrative is a detailed accoi.mt of daring, deception, 
and survival in the face of great odds. Baum, in the preface to 
Good Morning, describes Stevens as "brilliant" and "tough" in 
his many face-offs with danger - both as a Jew among Nazis 
and later as a member of the Polish bourgeois among Russian 
communists. 
"He's one of the great con men of all time," Baum said of 
his friend. "Over the years, while hearing Joe tell his story to 
my classes, I have been intrigued by how much his survival 
was dependent upon his own striking intelligence." 
Conscripted into the Polish underground resistance move-
ment, Stevens helped lead nighttime guerilla raids on German 
troops: hijacking trucks, cutting communication lines, drop-
ping grenades, and stealing weapons. 
"We fought like cat and mouse. The only way to win was 
to surprise the Germans and act in the areas that they least 
expected," he said in a 1990 Gremel Rapids Press interview. "It 
sounds like 'Hogan 's Heroes,' but when you were inside of it 
you had an entirely diffe rent feeling. It was no farce. " 
I3y clay, Stevens worked in a fishery , where he befriended 
German soldie rs and gathered valuable information about 
troop movements to pass on to the Linderground. At all times, 
· concealing his Jewish identity from both the Germans and the 
Lithuanians, many of whom d isliked Je~Ns almost .as much as 
they hated Nazis , was crucial. He pulled the disguise off so 
well that a local priest asked him to teach catechism classes. 
At one point, however, Stevens disregarded the risk of 
being recognized as a Jew. Hearing stories about the "liquida-
tion" of Jews by the thousands, he volunteered to deliver a 
wagonload of hay to a Jewish ghetto in Vilnius, "wanting to 
see for myself if the situation was as hopeless as people had 
been relating." 
"When I drove in, the scene was indescribable and haunts 
me to this clay," Stevens wrote. "I had planned to ask many 
questions and make many inquiries, but once I entered, my 
mind went blank. I did not see people, but miserable ghosts 
dressed in rags. " 
As the war was ending, Stevens returned to Kalisz to look 
for his family , "hoping for the miracle that I might be reunited 
with them." Instead, he found strangers occupying his family 's 
apartment and learned that his parents, Jacob and Helena, 
and younger sister, Lila, had been sent to the Warsaw ghetto. 
They later died at Auschwitz. Stevens believes his older broth-
er, Abraham, died in a labor camp. His aunts, uncles, and 
cousins perished as well. 
"In the town 'where I was born, there were 27,000 Jews, " 
Stevens has said. "After the war, there· were 300 scattered all 
over the world. I was one of the lucky ones. " 
Scholars estimate that more than 11 million Jews, gypsies, 
homosexuals, political activists, and sick and mentally 
impaired children died in the Holocaust. 
Good Morning also chronicles Stevens' 1949 immigratiqn to 
the United States and the revival of his career at a printing plant 
in Detroit. In 1956 Stevens moved to Grand Rapids, where he 
foun.ded National Co1'rect Color Service. Now retired, he divides 
his time between residences in Grand Rapids and Tel Aviv, Israel. 
Professors Roger Gilles, Dan Royer, Robe1t Franciosi, and William Baum at the book signing. Readers waited for more than an hour to meet Stevens and get his autograph. 
000 000 
{Good 1-Uorning/ to ~pend another day on this tragic earth. Each day was to 1ne 
the rnost precious gift. I was sure that I would not conze out of the roar alive.)} 
ousan 
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Tom Rademacher, '78, 
writes extraordinary 
columns about 
ordinary people 
A lthough some of Tom Rademacher's columns appear on the front page of the Grand Rapids Press, there 's little chance they will be the day's top story. That's not what the GVSU graduate 
writes about. Rademacher, '78, is more interested 
in what happens in someone's back yard or at a corner table 
in a small cafe. His typical newsmakers are the people who 
earn their livings on assembly lines, whose clipped coupons 
outnumber their dollar bills at the checkout counter, whose 
actions are measured by the Golden Rule. 
If Rademacher enjoys the renown that his 13-year tenure as 
a Press columnist has brought, he doesn't show it. His selec-
tion as a Grand Valley Distinguished Alumnus does not affect 
his ego, either. After he and James Dunleavy, '97, were hon-
ored last October, Rademacher said to a friend, "He's the one 
who deserved it. I was honored just being out there with him." 
The popular Press columnist credits his mother's love of 
books for fostering an interest in writers and writing. 
"At an early age," Rademacher said, "I was reading Poe, 
Hawthorne, Twain, Melville - America's realistic writers. I 
really cut my teeth on that kind of writing. " 
Rademacher started writing at Grand Rapids West Catholic 
High School when the advisor of the school newspaper asked 
if he knew how to type. Rademacher's affirmative response 
brought a sigh of relief and this welcome to journalism: 
"Great! You're the only one I could find. That means you can 
be the editor of the newspaper next year. " 
"That was my first taste , and I really liked it," Rademacher 
says. 
After high school graduation, Rademacher attended Grand 
Rapids Junior College, where he was sports editor of the col-
lege paper. His talent as a swimmer caught the attention of an 
Alma College coach who offered a financial aid package that 
included part-time work as Alma's sports information director. 
At Alma, Rademacher covered sports for the student weekly 
newspaper and a small daily paper serving the mid-Michigan 
community. 
Among Alma's prestigious honors at that time was its Africa 
Fellowship, which enabled one student to teach in Nigeria for 
one year. When Rademacher was chosen as an Africa Fellow, 
he quickly sent his application for a working visa to the 
Nigerian consulate. But political instability in Nigeria halted 
Rademacher's dream. The visa never arrived, and Rademacher 
became the first - and likely only - Alma Africa Fellow 
who didn't go to Africa. The confusion, frustration , and disap-
pointment of that experience prompted him to leave Alma 
and return to Grand Rapids. Back in his hometown, 
Rademacher had various jobs, including working with handi-
capped children at the Ken-0-Sha School pool. 
gvmagazine.gvsu.edu I 23 
"I fell in love with those kids ," Rademacher says, and that 
led him to consider a career in special education. He was 
impressed with Grand Valley's special education curriculum and 
enrolled in the program. He earned a bachelor's degree in 1978. 
"Then I discovered that it just wasn't my niche," 
Rademacher says. "I couldn't see myself locked into one 
classroom every day for 10 months a year. I couldn't do it, so 
I went the way of my other passion, which was to write ." 
While decades have passed since the decision that drew 
Rademacher away from teaching and into journalism, he didn't 
completely forsake education as a profession. He has been a 
journalism instructor at Grand Valley and Aquinas College, and 
he is now teaching English at Grand Rapids Community College. 
By the time Rademacher decided to write for a daily news-
paper, he had a foot in the door at the Press, writing sports 
part-time while attending GVSU. But with his degree in hand, 
he needed a full-time job. 
"All summer long, after graduating, I got on my knees and 
asked Mike Lloyd (Press editor) for a job," he says. "Finally, 
when I offered to sweep floors , Lloyd said, 'OK, I'll hire you.' 
It was really a treat to be able to write for my hometown 
paper right off the bat. " 
During his first 10 years at the Press, Rademacher covered 
schools, courts , city hall , and county government. Mixed with 
news stories were many features , including a story 
Rademacher wrote about jumping out of an airplane. 
"I'd always wanted to take an airplane ride ," he says, "and 
I'd always wanted to make a parachute jump. So I did them 
both together and wrote a first-person account for the Press." 
In 1988, Press columnist Tom LaBelle retired and 
Rademacher set his sights on filling LaBelle's shoes. Again he 
found himself in Lloyd's office , asking for a different job. 
Rademacher recalled his conversation: "Even if you don't 
pick me, every paper needs a hybrid voice - one that's not 
necessarily on the op-ed page and not tied to the beats, but a 
voice that can roam. And that's what I enjoy doing. " 
Although Rademacher doesn't argue with people who feel 
that much of today's news leads us to believe that people can-
not be trusted, he has developed a knack for finding ordinary 
men and women with expressions and experiences that bring 
out the best in everyone. 
"All of a sudden," he said, "somebody will surface who's 
doing something altruistic, just for the sake of being a good per-
son, and hopefully I'll find him and put him, or her, in a column." 
Like the late Charlie Koster, a local industrial mechanic. 
"Every Saturday morning," Rademacher said, "he'd go to 
Butterworth's neonatal unit to hold premature babies - just 
because they needed to be held. He was the only male vol-
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Tom and Hollie 
and the ir three 
sons, Tom, 13; 
Patrick, 11 ; 
and Andrew, 9, 
show n he re 
enjoying 
Lake Michigan 
in 1997. 
unteer among several women. He just had a compelling rea-
son in his heart to go and do that. And, of course, he was 
amazed I'd want to do a story on that. " 
Nancy Heiser also felt that way when Rademacher wrote 
about her. Shortly before last Valentine's Day, she answered 
the door of her 8,000-square-foot East Grand Rapids house. 
Standing there was a local college student who said his girl-
friend loved Heiser's home and often asked him to drive 
past it. The student asked if he could bring his girlfriend to 
Heiser's house for Valentine's Day dinner. Heiser not only 
agreed, but also ordered a special floral centerpiece, and 
set the table with her finest 
ciystal and china. 
As far as Rademacher is 
concerned, people like Koster 
and Heiser make better sto-
ries than sports heroes and 
politicians. 
"I think the schools I 
attended helped me stay 
grounded," he adds. "They 
helped me realize there 's 
great dignity in blue-collar 
work and in people who 
don't have second homes and 
who struggle to maintain one 
car. Those kinds of people 
you 're more likely to find 
going to GRCC and Grand 
Going the extra mile, in training fo r a 
first-person account of the 1980 
Boston Marathon. 
Valley, rather than Colgate or Yale or Harvard. 
"Maybe that's the greatest lesson Grand Valley taught me: 
everybody counts. Grand Valley was willing to take people 
who needed special direction and who might not have made 
those big schools. " 
Rademacher came from a working-class family. His father 
was nearly 72 when he earned a college degree. 
"And he died six months later and was buried with his 
class ring ," Rademacher said. "He used to tell me, 'Tommy, 
just get a degree. It doesn't matter what it's in. Just get it. "' 
There are many understated people with important lessons, 
like Rademacher's dad, Koster, and Heiser. But finding them 
and uncovering their stories is the hard part of the job. 
"I face a blank slate almost every morning, and I have to 
fill it," he said. "So most of what I do is to wander around. I 
ride city buses. I hang out in the malls and listen to how peo-
ple talk and what they talk about. I have a pad and pencil on 
me virtually at all times. My vacations are in quote marks 
because I've got my eyes and ears open when I'm vacation-
ing too. " 
Though he hasn't written about it , Rademacher's own 
romance would make a good story. 
A few years after graduating from Grand Valley, Rademacher 
was invited to the home of an acquaintance. The man's 
daughter had been teaching in Maine; she was in Grand 
Rapids to plan her wedding. 
"But I took one look at this daughter of his , and I knew I 
was going to many her," Rademacher said. "At least , I knew I 
was going to ask her. She had a notion, too. She went back, 
and she quit her job and said, 'I'm going back to Michigan.' 
Four months later Hollie and I were engaged. We've been 
married 13 years now. " rnE 
- by Gordon Beld 
••• 
New vehicle to carry the unfolding GVSU story 
Alumni Relations Director Nancee Miller, '68, and 
Alumni Association President Francie Brown, '79 
Grand Valley's alumni leadership welcomed Grand Valley Magazine as the newest 
means of communicating with the growing ranks of graduates, along with the rest of 
the extended Grand Valley community. 
While the magazine replaces Reflections, it will continue to deliver the Alumni News 
content that was a staple of the long-running alumni newsletter. Additionally, each 
issue of the magazine will include at least one feature-length story on a Laker alum, 
such as the current issue's piece on columnist Tom Rademacher, ' 78. 
"The longer format articles and the bigger, color photography the magazine allows will 
help do justice to the many great Grand Valley stories we have to tell," said Nancee 
Miller, '68, director of Alumni Relations. 
"We also plan to consistently cross-promote involvement with the Web, both on the 
Alumni homepage and the magazine's page, as more and more of our alums are going 
online," she added. 
Miller and Associate Director of Alumni Relations Kent Fisher, '9 1, will provide edito-
rial direction for alumni content in Grand Valley Magazine. The magazine is produced 
by University Communications. 
"The sense of change is so prevalent at the university that there really would be no 
better time than now to make the move to the four-color magazine," said Francie 
Brown, '79, president of the GVSU Alumni Association. 
The next issue of Grand Valley Magazine is scheduled for release in mid December. 
Alumni 
House 
Campaign in 
Home Stretch 
The Alumni House and 
Visitor Center marks its 
first anniversary this Fall, 
having woven itself 
Meet Mark Murray 
Reception, dinner, and a 
"satellite social" with 
President Murray 
October 23, 2001 
firmly into the life of the university. Homecoming 2000 featuring Bill Cosby, the pres-
idential candidate interviews, and an airny of Alumni events were among the occa-
sions that helped demonstrate this facility's importance as an alumni destination and 
university showplace. 
Live from the Alumni House 
and Visitor Center to 
Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, 
Denver, Detroit, Houston, 
Phoenix, and Washington, D.C. 
Alumni Relations Director Nancee Miller notes that alumni and friends who made 
campaign contributions last yeai· may wish to donate the same amount this year as a 
way to advance towai·d the goal of $2.5 million. To date, the campaign needs about 
$110,000. 
For more information on the Capital Campaign, or to register a pledge of support, 
contact Alumni Relations toll-free at 1-800-558-0541 or on the Web at 
gvsu.edu/alumni. 
0 
Details are available on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/alumni. 
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••• 
Alumni bid adieu to President and Mrs. Lubbers 
The departing couple takes a campus flyover. 
President Lubbers makes a point with Bill Hardiman, 
'77, the mayor of Kentwood. Hardiman presented the 
flag of the Western Pacific Republic of Palau, where 
Tommy Remengesau, '79, is the first Grand Valley 
alum to become a head of state. 
Dan Balice, '82, the mayor of Ionia, displayed irreverent 
wit as master of ceremonies. 
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Nearly 400 Grand Valley alumni, faculty and staff members, and friends attended a 
gala sendoff for President Arend D. Lubbers and his wife, Nancy, on June 27, as 
they ended the nation's longest university presidency at 32 years. 
The evening featured tributes to President Lubbers for his contributions to Laker 
Athletics, community affairs, and student relations. Along with the words of praise 
came several parting gifts, including a replica of the President's Cup, the Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference all-sports trophy won by GVSU for the 
past three years. Student-athlete Julie Upmeyer, a fine arts major. crafted the piece 
from clay. 
As a gift from the University Club, Lubbers was presented with a bronze plaque 
that will mark Lubbers Stadium. 
Among the evening's many moving moments was the story of alumnus Gregg 
Smith, as recounted by Dean of Students Bart Merkle. Smith was the plaintiff in a 
law suit challenging the university's right to a warrantless search and seizure. 
Smith took the university and Lubbers to court in the mid-1970s after being arrest-
ed for possession of drugs in his dorm room. 
Smith won the case and was 
reinstated to Grand Valley. 
From GVSU, he went on to 
earn advanced degrees and is 
now a policy advisor in the 
Australian government. Smith 
sent Lubbers a letter a few 
years ago, reflecting on the 
incident and apologizing for 
the furor his case created. The 
letter ended with an invitation 
to visit if the Lubberses ever 
ventured to Australia. 
Merkle then presented the 
departing first couple with a 
suitcase and roundtrip tickets 
to Sidney. 
The Lubberses were then 
taken to Lubbers Stadium, 
where they boarded an await-
ing helicopter for a night 
flight over campus. The new 
lights were switched on over 
the football field, illuminating 
a 100-foot banner reading, 
"Thanks, Don and Nancy." 
The Alumni House crowd 
waved glow sticks as 
fireworks exploded in 
the night sky. 
The now-President Emeritus pledged to stay 
active with Grand Valley, and to enjoy his 
retirement. 
••• 
Fall in! Homecoming 2001 will showcase campus changes 
I 
I J 
,, 
The Allendale Campus entry archway was installed this summer at M-45 and Campus Drive. 
Proust's axiom, "The more things change, the 
more they stay the same," may be disproved 
during GVSU's Homecoming 2001 
celebration, October 19-21. 
Immense changes are occurring all around 
Grand Valley, with major renovations and 
new building additions to the Allendale 
Campus, the site of the annual return visit by 
a large number of graduates and friends. 
Visitors will immediately notice a difference 
at the eastern and western approaches to the 
campus along M-45, where the highway is 
being widened from Standale to Allendale 
and the North Campus Drive access is under 
construction. The Mackinac Hall renovation, 
along with four new housing units on the 
north side of campus, a new dance addition 
to the Performing Arts Center, and light tow-
ers at Lubbers Stadium are sure to catch the 
eyes of those who have not visited GVSU 
recently. 
But the GVSU spirit remains unchanged by 
construction, and alumni will see their share 
of it during homecoming weekend. Events 
will include academic unit open houses, 
organization and group reunions, football, 
and golf. The Charles H. Irwin Fund Dinner 
and Laker Hall of Fame Induction will kick 
off the weekend on Friday, October 19. 
On Saturday, October 20, an old favorite 
returns with the annual Homecoming 
Breakfast Scramble, which will begin at 
9 a.m. at the Meadows. The change to night 
football will expand the Scramble - tradi-
tionally a nine-hole affair - to 18 holes this 
year, giving participants the chance to enjoy 
more of the Meadows. 
Laker football against conference rival 
Mercyhurst is set for 7 p.m. Special cere-
monies will honor winners of the GVSU 
Alumni Service Award, new Laker Hall of 
Fame Inductees, and members of six Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
championship Laker teams from the 197 6-77 
season. Tailgating with food, drinks, and 
music, plus fireworks after the game, will 
conclude the day's festivities. 
Alumni Service Award Winners, their fami-
lies, and friends will gather for brunch at 
12 noon on Sunday, October 21 , at the 
Alumni House and Visitor Center. A 
brochure detailing all Homecoming events 
will be mailed in early September. 
000 
Summer fun for alums 
Alumni and friends around the state 
enjoyed the close of summer and the 
opening of the new academic year in a 
variety of ways. The fourth annual 
Metro-Detroit Area Summer Sendoff 
on August 19 saluted new arrivals 
from the Detroit and Flint areas with 
an old-fashioned picnic at Clarkston' s 
Independence Oaks MetroPark. 
Area GVSU alumni and staff members 
converged on the MetroPark and met 
with new freshmen and transfers and 
their families to officially welcome 
that large contingent to college life. 
President Mark Murray, deans, direc-
tors, and those who have lived the 
GVSU life shared their experiences, 
answered questions, and participated 
in games and fun. The event was co-
sponsored by the Alumni Association's 
Metro Detroit Chapter and African 
American Alumni Association. 
Later that week, GVSU alumni, facul-
ty, staff members, and friends enjoyed 
an evening of baseball at "GVSU 
Night at Old Kent Park." President 
Mark Murray delivered the first pitch 
of the evening, followed by the 
Whitecaps and Fort Wayne Wizards in 
Midwest League professional baseball 
action. 
GVSU was evident all around the sta-
dium, with video features, music, 
between-innings games, and surprises 
for everyone. More information about 
past and upcoming alumni events is 
available on the Alumni Web site, 
gvsu.edu/alumni. 
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GVSU alum elected president of 
Pacific Island Nation 
Thomas E. Remengesau Jr. 
Thomas E. Remengesau Jr., '79, 
became the first GVSU alumnus 
to be elected head of state as he 
assumed the duties of president 
of the Republic of Palau on 
January 20, 2001. 
Remengesau, 45, is a native of 
the Caroline Islands archipelago, 
and earned a bachelor's degree 
in criminal justice from GVSU 
before pursuing a master's in 
public administration at 
Michigan State University. 
The son of a former Palau government official, Remengesau has been a 
public servant since returning to the Western Pacific in 1980. In 1984, at 
age 28, Remengesau was elected to the Palauan Senate, or "Olbiil Era 
Kelulau," making him the youngest national senator ever elected there. 
He served three terms in the Senate and held several important Senate 
committee chairmanships. 
In 1993, Remengesau was elected national vice president, again the 
youngest to hold that post. He was re-elected in 1996 and also served as 
chairman of the Palau Sports Commission and the National Emergency 
Committee until assuming the presidency on the same day that U.S. 
President George W. Bush took his oath of office. 
Palau, comp1ised of six islands in the western sector of the Carolines, 
has a population of 20,000, most living in the capital city of Koror. It 
was the site of the World War II Battle of Peleliu, and its surrounding 
coral reefs and rock formations make it a popular diving and fishing 
area. Palau's economy consists primarily of subsistence agriculture and 
fishing, with tourism gaining as a contributor. 
Ann Michael, '79, widely heard and 
published in the East 
Ann E. Michael, B.Ph., '79, is a monthly columnist on family 
issues for the Allentown, Pennsylvania, Morning Call and a regular 
contributor to WDIY-FM, National Public Radio, in Allentown. 
Her translation of Belarussian poet Maxim Tank's When The Wind 
Is Blowing was used as the libretto for composer Alla Borzova's 
choral work of the same title. Patt of the work was performed by 
the New York Concert Singers as part of "Immigrant Sounds, 
Immigrant Voices: Coining to America," a concert sponsored by 
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Georgina Kranitz, lower right, was named a 
distinguished Alumna in 2000. 
Alumna named president of 
Arizona college 
Georgina Kranitz, '69, was recently named president of Paradise 
Valley Community College in Phoenix, Arizona. Kranitz had 
served as the college's interim president since May 1999. 
Prior to her position as interim president, Kranitz held the post 
of Dean of Administrative Services at the college. 
"Following a very competitive process, Dr. Kranitz emerged as 
the outstanding choice - a leader with the vision to guide 
Paradise Valley Community College into the future. In addition, 
she brings a wealth of career experience and accomplishments 
within the Maricopa District," said Fred Gaskin, chancellor of 
the Maricopa County Community Colleges. 
Kranitz has earned a master's degree in education from Arizona 
State University and a doctorate degree in education from Nova 
Southeastern University. She was named a GVSU Distinguished 
Alumna in 2000. 
Carnegie Hall's Americai1 Composers Orchestra and held in New 
York City in March. 
Michael has been accepted into Goddard College's Master of Fine 
Arts Creative Writing Program. Her poems and nonfiction pieces 
have appeared in numerous literary magazines and anthologies 
published by Random House, Grayson Press, and University of 
Akron Press. 
She is also Educational Fund Chairwoman of the Allentown 
Branch of the Association of American University Women. 
Careers 
1960s 
Josephine Kelly, B.A., 1967, has been named 
Chester Township Supervisor. The township is 
located in the Conklin area. 
1970s 
Linda (Klungle) Bengston, B.A., 1971, has 
launched her own communications consulting 
business, Creative Ink, LLC, in Overland Park, 
Kansas. 
Dixie Anderson, B.S., 1972, and M.B.A., 1978, 
was chosen by the national office of the World 
Affairs Councils of America to be one of 10 dele-
gates on a leadership mission to Taiwan in May. 
She is the executive director of the World Affairs 
Council. 
David Aussicker, B.Ph., 1972, is currently vice 
president for advancement at the Mackinac Center 
for Public Policy, a public policy and education 
organization in Midland. He was an ass istant pro-
fessor and Heritage Society director in the 
President's Office of Old Dominion University in 
Norfolk, Virginia. Aussicker received a Ph.D. in 
public policy studies from the University of 
Michigan in 1980. 
Milan "Budde" Reed, B.S., 1973, owner of 
Ludington Beverage Company, was honored with 
the West Shore Community College "Alumni 
Achievement Award." He graduated from WSCC 
in 1971. 
Bradley Fay, B.Ph., 1975, is the director of pro-
gramming and production at KIXE-TV, in 
Redding, California. 
Susan Fitzmaurice, B.Ph., 1975, and B.A., 1998, 
has earned a master's in Cultural Foundations of 
Education: Disability Studies, from Syracuse 
University in New York. 
Larry Harper, B.S., 1975, has been promoted to 
director of business relations for Quixtar, Inc., in 
Grand Rapids. 
Frances Seager-Boss, B.S., 1975, has been coor-
dinating the excavation of a former gold rush town 
on the shores of Upper Cook Inlet, Alaska. A field 
school course is offered there during the summer 
for college students. 
Dennis Sullivan, B.B.A., 1976, is a sourcing spe-
cialist for Michigan Automotive Compressor, Inc. , 
in Parma. 
Karl Schrumpf, B.S., 1978, is the district account 
manager for Kimball International in Jasper, Indiana. 
1980s 
Jean (Sandrin) Lemke, B.B.A., 1983, is the 
director of treasury and new ventures at Galileo 
International in Rosemont, Illinois. 
Michael Fowler, B.B.A., 1985, has accepted a 
position with Dearborn, a Kaplan Professional 
Company headquartered in Chicago, as vice presi-
dent of strategy. 
Kimberly Sapkowski, B.S., 1986, graduated with 
a master's degree in organizational communication 
from Western Michigan University. 
Chris Panzl, B.B.A., 1987, has been appointed to 
vice president and chief financial officer of 
McLaren Performance Technologies in Livonia. 
David Tchozewski, B.S., 1987, and M.Ed., 1996, 
who is a math teacher and the varsity girls basket-
ball coach at Jenison High School, was named 
"West Michigan Coach of the Year" by WXMI-
TV, Fox 17. 
Richard Dyer, M.B.A., 1989, has been named 
president and chief executive officer of the First 
National Bank in Three Rivers. 
Kimberly (Yoder) Mayer, B.S., 1989, recently 
achieved SPHR (Senior Professional of Human 
Resources) certification through the Society of 
Human Resource Management. Mayer has served 
as the director of human resources for SoccerZone 
si nce 1997. 
Jeffrey Seidel, B.S., 1989, is writing for the 
Detroit Free Press and recently published a series 
called "Aftershocks of a Crime Spree." A previous 
series he did for the Free Press had been nominat-
ed for a Pulitzer Prize this year. 
1990s 
William Chowning, M.Ed., 1990, has been 
named special education director for Wayland 
Union Schools. Chowning was previously 
employed by Comstock Park Public Schools for 
15 years. Prior to that, he worked in the Grand 
Rapids School system. 
Dave Veneklase, B.B.A., 1990, and M.B.A., 
2000, was promoted to assistant vice president for 
human resources and employee relations at 
Davenport University in Grand Rapids. 
Mary Kate Barley-Jenkins, B.A., 1991, was 
recently promoted to director of communications 
for the School of Speech at Northwestern 
Univers ity in Evanston, Illinois. She is also serv-
ing on the comm ittee for the "Arts and 
Community Development Theatre for the 21st 
Century" conference to be held at GVSU's Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus in November. 
Christine Lyon, B.S., 1991, has been named vice 
president of the Benien County Genealogical 
Society in Benton Harbor. 
Roy Winegar, B.S., 1991, and M.S., 1994, has 
been promoted to the position of new media 
manager, Office of University Communications, at 
GVSU. 
Catherine Carson, B.S., 1992, recently accepted 
a position in the Department of Communications 
at Michigan State University as an academic pro-
grams secretary. 
••• 
Lori (Hammond) Cramer, B.S., 1992, received a 
master's degree in social work from Loyola 
University in Chicago. 
Michael Harrald, B.S., 1992, has been appointed 
assistant director of the Children's Center at 
GVSU. 
Wayne Roberts, M.S.T., 1992, has joined 
Raymond & Prokop, P.C., in Southfield as an 
associate attorney. His practice focuses on com-
plex tax planning as well as criminal and civil tax 
litigation . 
Shelley Spangler, B.S., 1992, has been appointed 
athletic director of Bellevue Community Schools. 
Spangler was previously director of athletic train-
ing at Olivet College. 
Daniel Bazuin, B.S., 1993, is working as a con-
sulting manager at Xede Consulting Group, LLC, 
in Grand Rapids. 
Alan Kimber, B.A., 1993, has joined the legal 
department of UUNET Technologies, in Ashburn, 
Virginia, as an assistant general counsel. His prac-
tice focuses on high technology, licensing, and 
general corporate and commercial matters . Kimber 
graduated cum laude from Harvard Law School in 
1996, and has applied to the M.B.A. program at 
George Washi ngton University. 
Sharron Reynolds, M.B.A., 1993, has been 
named vice president of marketing, public rela-
tions and communications, West Michigan region , 
for Huntington National Bank. 
Deborah (LaFreniere) Robert, B.A., 1993, has 
earned certification from the National Board of 
Certified Teachers. Robert has taught at Beaver 
Island Community Schools for eight years. 
Denise Vadeboncoeur, B.S.W., 1993, M.S.W., 
1995, has accepted a position as a school social 
worker and is starting a private practice specializ-
ing in child and adolescent therapy at St. Johns 
Counseling and Therapy Services, in St. Johns. 
Christopher Beck, B.B.A., 1994, was recently 
named controller and finance manager for Pacific 
Steamex, Inc. , in Muskegon. 
Brian Birks, B.B.A., 1994, graduated from the 
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law in 
December 2000. 
Kurt Braybrook, B.S., 1994, currently living in 
Shanghai, is working for a Web company, 
ChinaNow.com, as entertainment editor. 
Braybrook is also establishing his own company 
to provide presentation skills training. 
Robert De La Torre, B.B.A., 1994, has been pro-
moted to vice president at Best Home Financial, 
Inc., of Benton Harbor. 
Kimberly Oberst, B.S.N., 1994, has been named 
director of pediatric services for Hospice of 
Michigan, in Southfield. 
Len Van Popering, B.B.A., 1994, has earned an 
M.B.A degree from the Kenan-Flagler Business 
School at the University of North Carolina. A 
member of the GVSU Alumni Advisory Board, he 
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has accepted an associate marketing manager posi-
tion with Russell Athletic in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Kenneth Coker, B.S., 1995, district manager of 
Vector Marketing Corporation in Livonia, has 
reached a $3 million career sales milestone as a 
manger. 
Katherine Cuncannan, M.P.A., 1995, has been 
appointed adjunct research associate, Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy, at GVSU. 
Rebecca (Ludwick) Moleski, B.A., 1995, is cur-
rently working as an English as Second Language 
Testing Specialist at the Nashville State Technical 
Institute in Tennessee. 
Adam Brody, B.S., 1996, recently joined Varnum, 
Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett LLP, of Grand 
Rapids, as an attorney. 
Heathir McElroy, B.S., 1996, is the director of 
marketing communications at Internetwork 
Engineering in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Heather (Conklin) Sandberg, B.S., 1996, has 
been named district project manager for 
Congressman Pete Hoekstra, who represents the 
Second Congressional District in Michigan. 
Carl Trupp, B.S., 1996, graduated rnagna cum 
laude in September with a doctorate degree in chi-
ropractic from Life University in Marietta, 
Georgia. 
Lee Cooper, B.S., 1997, was promoted to captain 
in the U.S. Marine Corps and was assigned as 
commander of H & S Company, Camp Pendleton, 
California. 
Stephanie (Swor) Festian, B.S., 1997, recently 
joined Keller Williams, of Grand Rapids, as a real 
estate salesperson. 
Jeffrey Brecheisen, B.A., 1998, was hired by the 
Otsego County Sheriff's Department as deputy 
sheriff on November 20, 2000. Brecheisen gradu-
ated fifth in his class from the 67th Mid-Michigan 
Police Academy at Lansing Community College. 
April Bugarin, B.S., 1998, has been named assis-
tant director of Greek Affairs at Miami University 
in Oxford, Ohio. 
Brian Adams, M.S., 1999, was invited to tour 
Europe with the semi-pro road biking team of 
ABC-Tonnestiener. The tour began in Belgium in 
March and will continue through September. 
Adams is a staff physical therapist at MedSport in 
Ann Arbor. He recently completed his sports spe-
cialist certification through the American Physical 
Therapy Association, and is cuffently working on 
his orthopedic clinical specialist endorsement. 
William Cole, B.B.A., 1999, recently joined Paine 
Webber, Inc., in Grand Rapids, as a financial advi -
sor. 
Jason Johnson, B.S., 1999, has been named assis-
tant volleyba ll coach at GVSU. 
Jason LaPres, B.S., 1999, has been named assis-
tant cheerleading coach at GVSU. 
Sean Stretton, B.S., 1999, has been appointed 
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adjunct research assistant, anthropology, Social 
Sciences Division, at GYSU. 
Gordon Venema, B.B.A., 1999, has been named 
the new store director at Meijer in Brighton. 
Venema has worked at Meijer for 24 years. 
2000s 
Brian Calley, M.B.A., 2000, has been promoted 
to assistant vice president, commerical loan officer 
at ICNB, in Portland. 
Renee Hauser, B.S., 2000, is the health and safety 
coordinator for Raytheon Polar Services, a con-
tract company for the United States Antarctic 
Program. 
Paula Meyer, M.S.N., 2000, passed the National 
Family Nurse Practitioner's examination and is 
now a certified nurse practitioner. 
Kathleen Runde!, B.S., 2000, has been promoted 
to managing editor of "The Weekender," a section 
of the Ionia Sentinel-Standard newspaper. Runde! 
is also the education reporter covering schools in 
Ionia County. 
GVSU employs many alumni in adjunct 
positions. Those who served the winter 
semester in adjunct capacities are: 
1960s 
Joyce Bland, B.A., 1967, Arts and Humanities 
Division. 
Wayne Petroelje, B.A., 1967, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
James Gillette, B.S., 1969, and M.B.A., 1981, 
Seidman School of Business. 
Anita Hall, B.S., 1969, Science and Mathematics 
Division. 
1970s 
Patricia Matthews, B.S., 1972, and M.Ed., 1990, 
Science and Mathematics Division. 
Marilyn Sowerby, B.A., 1972, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Constance Voiles, B.A., 1974, M.S.W., 1990, 
School of Social Work. 
Michele Coyne, B.S., 1975, School of Education. 
William Weih, B.S., 1975, and M.S.W., 1990, 
Social Sciences Division. 
Patricia Westveer, B.S., 1975, School of 
Education. 
Wayne Smith, M.B.A., 1976, Seidman School of 
Business. 
Stephen Nation, B.B.A., 1977, and M.B.A., 
1998, Seidman School of Business. 
Cynthia Burkhour, B.S., 1978, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Mary Dersch, B.S., 1978, Library. 
Melodee VandenBosch, B.S.N, 1979, Kirkhof 
School of Nursing. 
Kirk Zylstra, M.Ed., 1979, School of Education. 
1980s 
Laurie Freshour, B.B.A., 1981, Seidman School 
of Business. 
Lori Houghton-Rahrig, B.S.N., 1981, Kirkhof 
School of Nursing. 
Margaret Annerino, B.S, 1983, Arts and 
Humanities Division. 
Ronald Postma, M.Ed., 1984, Science and 
Mathematics Division and School of Education . 
James Richmond, M.S.T., 1984, Seidman School 
of Business. 
Kimberly Gates, M.Ed., 1985, School of 
Education. 
Stacy Ewing, B.S., 1986, and M.H.S., 1992, 
Science and Mathematics Division. 
Mark Kimball, M.B.A., 1987, Seidman School 
of Business. 
Eric Hoogstra, M.B.A., 1988, Seidman School of 
Business. 
Marcia Kool, B.S., 1988, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Timothy Staal, M.Ed., 1988, School of 
Education. 
Susan Sunden, B.S., 1988, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Jolene Bennett, B.S., 1989, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Diane De Vries, B.S., 1989, and B.A., 1996, Arts 
and Humanities Division. 
1990s 
Caroline Rich, B.S.N., 1990, Kirkhof School of 
Nursing. 
Jeffrey Schiller, B.S., 1990, and M.Ed., 1994, 
School of Education. 
Cathy Temple, B.S., 1990, Arts and Humanities 
Division . 
Jerry Hendrick, M.S.W., 1991, School of Social 
Work. 
Craig Hulst, B.A., 1991, Arts and Humanities 
Division. 
Bethany Klunder, B.S., 1991, and M.Ed., 1996, 
School of Education . 
Leslie Lake, M.Ed., 1991 and 1998, School of 
Education. 
Shawn Wiersma, B.B.A., 1991, Social Sciences 
Division. 
Roy Winegar, B.S., 1991, M.S., 1994, School of 
Communications. 
Nancy French, M.S., 1992, Arts and Humanities 
Division. 
Wendy Hedrick, B.A., 1992, Arts and 
Humani ties Division. 
Joseph Vadas, M.Ed., 1992, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Laura Generou, M.S.W., 1993, School of Social 
Work. 
Douglas Heilman, B.S., 1993, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Sharron Reynolds, M.B.A., 1993, Seidman 
School of Business. 
Lisa Sellgren, B.S., 1993, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Deborah Simon, B.S., 1993, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Frank VanPelt, B.A., 1993, Arts and Humanities 
Division. 
Janel Zeman, B.S., 1993, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Duane Zuber, B.S., 1993, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Melissa Bouwman, B.A., 1994, Arts and 
Humanities Division. 
Ronda Shier, B.S., 1994, and M.S.W., 1997, 
School of Social Work and Social Sciences 
Division. 
Linda Warren, B.S., 1994, and M.Ed., 2000, 
School of Education . 
David Burlingame, B.S., 1995, and M.P.A., 
1999, Social Sciences Division. 
Andrea Dykstra, B.A., 1995, Arts and 
Humanities Division. 
Karen Flanigan, M.Ed., 1995, School of 
Education. 
Margaret Guthaus, M.S.N., 1995, Kirkhof 
School of Nursing. 
Kathy Henkel, B.A., 1995, and M.Ed., 1999, 
School of Education. 
Pamela Houtteman, B.A., 1995, Arts and 
Humanities Division. 
Wanda Moerland, B.S.N., 1995, Kirkhof School 
of Nursing. 
Pamela Palmer, B.A., 1995, School of Education. 
Lynelle Tans, B.S., 1995, Arts and Humanities 
Division. 
Linda Disselkoen, B.S., 1996, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Elizabeth Maschewske, M.Ed., Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Craig Vissers, B.S., 1996, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Darlene Bos, B.A., 1997, Social Sciences 
Division . 
Maureen Chrzanowski, P.M.C.R., family nurse 
practitioner, 1997, Kirkhof School of Nursing. 
Karen Gora, M.P.A., 1997, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Cray Mulder, M.S.W., 1997, School of Social 
Work. 
Lorena Pettet, M.P.A., 1997, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Mary Schaub, M.S.W., 1997, School of Social 
Work. 
Carol Stetler, M.S.W., 1997, School of Social 
Work. 
David Valko, B.S., 1997, Arts and Humanities 
Division. 
Melissa Bozung, M.Ed., 1998, School of 
Education. 
Roberta Fischer, M.S., 1998, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Lisa Goddard, M.S. W., 1998, School of Social 
Work. 
Hunter Meriwether, B.S., 1998, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Dauvan Mulally, B.A., 1998, Arts and 
Humanities Division . 
Paul Yansak, M.Ed., 1998, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Robert Babbitt, M.Ed., 1999, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Steven Huisman, B.S., 1999, Science and 
Mathematics Division. 
Cheryl Kaletka, M.Ed., 1999, School of 
Education . 
Michael Kinlaw, B.S., 1999, Science and 
Mathematics Division . 
Damion Van Slyke, B.F.A., 1999, Arts and 
Humanities Division. 
2000s 
Karen Abraham, M.Ed. , 2000, School of 
Education. 
Beth Hopfinger, B.S., 2000, Arts and Humanities 
Division. 
Kimberly Houston, B.A., 2000, Arts and 
Humanities Division. 
••• 
Karen Rishel, M.S.N., 2000, Kirkhof School of 
Nursing. 
1990s 
Thomas Miles, B.S., 1990, and Sandra Jeanquart 
on March 3. 
Kirt Borcherts, B.S., 1991, and Susan Schramm 
on May 5. 
Tracey Tyler, M.Ed., 1991, and Michael 
Englebert. 
Stacey Cronin, B.B.A., 1993, and Matthew Jones 
on September 30, 2000. 
LaShawn Summers, M.S.W., 1995, and Brian 
Taylor on December 4, 2000. 
Mya Pakonen, B.S., 1996, and Jeremy Zubal, 
B.S., 1998, on June 30, 2001. 
Angela Feldkamp, B.S.N., 1997, and Jay Beck 
on May 12. 
Dawn Pratton, B.B.A., 1997, and Greg Schlitt on 
October 28, 2000 . 
Kathleen Larson, B.B.A., 1998, and Marc 
Gillman on December 11 , 1999. 
Jeffrey Wood, B.B.A., 1998, and Roxanne 
Rasmussen on November 25 , 2000. 
Dana Tapio, B.S., 1998, and Matthew Roebuck 
on June 17, 2000 . 
Patricia Vining, B.S., 1998, and Anthony 
Maravolo on May 26, 2001. 
Brian Beckham, B.S., 1999, and Sarah Frego on 
May 25, 2001. 
Kelli Demeritt, B.S., 1999, and Michael Cook on 
October 21 , 2000. 
Christopher Eggert, B.S., 1999, and Jennifer 
Kennedy on August 26, 2000. 
Diana Finck, B.S., 1999, and Michael McKnight, 
B.B.A., 2000, on April 28. 
2000s 
Jacqueline Ewing, B.B.A., 2000, and Kevin 
Schafer, B.B.A., 1998, on May 5, 2001. 
Kasie Kadar, B.A., 2000, and Christopher 
LaFramboise, B.S., 2000, on July 14, 2001. 
Andrew Kastl, B.S., 2000, and Stacey Skurda, 
B.S., 1999, on June 30, 2001. 
Melissa Papineau, B.S., 2000, and Jason White 
on May 12, 2001. 
Amy Rappley, B.A., 2000, and Matt Marlow, 
B.S., 1999, on June 22, 2001. 
Meredith Cowling, B.S., 2001, and Shawn 
Galdeen, B.S., 1999, on May 20, 200 I. 
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Births 
1980s 
A daughter, Laurel, on October 4, 2000, to 
Karleen Stover-Whitehead, B.S., 1987, and her 
husband Mick. Laurel is welcomed by her broth-
ers, Abe, Max, Sam, and Ben. The family resides 
in St. Joseph. 
A son, Scott Lee, on March 19, to Laura 
(Pipper) Kondroik, B.B.A., 1988, and her hus-
band Scott. The family resides in Jacksonville, 
Florida. 
A son, Thomas Cornelius, on August 29, 2000, to 
Michael Mikula, B.S., 1988, and his wife 
Kathleen. Thomas is welcomed by his brother, 
Patrick. The family lives in South Bend, Indiana. 
A son, Mark Christopher, on January 7, to 
Christine (Eisenlohr) Spoehr, B.B.A., 1988, and 
her husband David. Mark joins his brother, 
Michael. The family lives in Kentwood. 
A son, Paul Andrew, on December 9, 2000, to 
Paula (Sarvis) Rausch, B.S., B.B.A, 1989, and 
Daniel Rausch, B.B.A., 1989. The family resides 
in Holland. 
1990s 
A son, William Dale, on January 18, to Julie 
(Cnossen) Kindred, B.S., 1990, and her husband 
Tim. William is welcomed by brother Ty. The 
family resides in Zeeland. 
A daughter, Riley Elizabeth, on July 29, 2000, to 
Kathleen (Keib) Kostecka, B.S., 1990, and John 
Kostecka, B.S., 1989. Riley is welcomed by sister 
Emilie Ann. The family lives in Portage, Indiana. 
A son, Hutson Walsh, on October 16, 2000, to 
Kristin (Bauman) Biddle, B.S., 1991, and her 
husband McCallie . Hutson joins his siblings 
Morganne and Jakob. The family resides in 
Woodstock, Georgia. 
A son, Matthew David, on June 3, 2000, to Trina 
(Haney) Clark, B.S., 1991, and her husband 
David. Matthew is welcomed by his sisters, 
Hannah and Olivia. The family lives in Howell. 
A son, Justin, on February 24, to Michaela 
(Keucken) Hull, B.S., 1991, and Jack Hull, 
B.B.A. , 1991. The family resides in Carol Stream, 
Illinois. 
A son, Luke Nathaniel, on October 2, 2000, to 
Shauna (Houk) Wetters, B.B.A., 1991, and 
Mark Wetters, B.S., 1992. Luke is welcomed by 
siblings Joshua and Sie1Ta. The fam ily resides in 
Hudsonville. 
A son, Frederick Augustus, on March 7, to 
Franklene (Comer) Baker B.B.A, 1992, and 
Frederick Baker, B.S.E., 1992. Frederick is wel-
comed by sibling Fiana. The family lives in 
Kentwood. 
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A son, Tristan Lyle, on April 20, to Jenifer Poad-
Baker, B.B.A., 1992, and her husband Brian. The 
fami ly lives in Belmont. 
A daughter, Mackenzie Carolyn, on May J 9, 
2000, to Jill (Dunn) Biediger, B.S., 1993, and 
M.S., 1998, and her husband Paul. The family 
resides in Waterford. 
A daughter, Claudia Jean, on October 31 , 2000, to 
Diane (Snow) Spence, B.S., 1993, and Dana 
Spence, B.S., 1992. The family resides in St. 
Louis, Missouri. 
A daughter, Madeline Mary, on November 22, 
2000, to Brian Birks, B.B.A., 1994, and hi s wife 
Mary. The family resides in Farmington Hills. 
A daughter, Kira Gabrielle, on May 8, to Karen 
(Gill) Jones, B.S., 1994, and George Jones, 
B.B.A., 1994. The fami ly lives in Westland. 
A daughter, Savannah Theresa, on January 29, 
2000, to Valarie (Vanderlaan) Olyniec, B.S.N., 
1994, and her husband Lee. The family lives in 
Henderson, Nevada. 
A daughter, Nicole Erin , on January 13, to Kevin 
Bolling, B.S., 1995, and his wife Joan. The fami ly 
lives in Rowlett, Texas. 
A son, Caleb Irving, on January 26, to Wendy 
(Galbraith) Fulton, B.A., 1995, and her husband 
Jonathan. The family resides in Cadillac. 
A son, Chad Joseph, on May 12, to Cheryl 
(Casaroll) McCarthy, B.S., 1995, and 
Christopher McCarthy, B.B.A., 1995. The fami-
ly lives in Monroe. 
A son, Cameron Scott, on February 1, to Lisa 
(Henderson) Barli, B.S.W., 1996, and M.S.W., 
1997, and Scott Barli, B.S.E., 1997. The family 
resides in Frisco, Texas. 
A daughter, Ariana Elizabeth, on January 24, to 
Jennifer (Halash) Hunt, B.S., 1996, and her hus-
band Gary. The fami ly resides in Monroe. 
A son, Payton McNab, on January 20, to Lisa 
(Bisson) Kerr, B.S., 1996, and her husband 
Robert Kerr, B.A., 1996. The family lives in 
Corvallis, Oregon. 
A daughter, Hannah Kay, on November 4, 2000, 
to Kristi (Chernick) Kinzler, B.S., 1996, and 
Jason Kinzler, B.B.A., 1997. The family resides 
in Hudsonville. 
A son, Ian Greg, on May 26, 2000, to Jennifer 
(Walters) Mann, B.A., 1996, and her husband 
Greg. The family lives in Fenton. 
A daughter, Hannah Marie, on October 20, 2000, 
to Aaron Rypma, B.S., 1996, and his wife 
Brandy. The family resides in South Bend, 
Indiana. 
A son, Benjamin Logan, on September 30, 2000, 
to Lisa (Hewitt) Siemiantkowski, B.S., 1996, and 
her husband Phillip. The family lives in Pontiac. 
A son, Caleb Edward, on December 15 , 2000, to 
Pamela Timmer, B.A., 1996, and her husband 
Troy. The family resides in Hopkins. 
A daughter, Allison Kaye, on March 23 , to Tracy 
(Anderson) Bushart, B.S., 1997, and her husband 
Robert. Allison is welcomed by her sister, 
Courtney. The family lives in Grand Rapids . 
A son, Ja1Tett Matthew, on February 27, to 
Jennifer (Lundgren) Butler, B.A., 1997, and her 
husband Matthew Butler, B.S., 1998. The family 
resides in Dearborn Heights . 
A son, Cole, on November 7, 2000, to Chas Hoff, 
B.S., 1999, and his wife Noriko. The family lives 
in Vienna, Virginia. 
A daughter, Madison Riley, on May 30, 2000, to 
Christina (Brodbeck) Rook, B.S., 1999, and 
M.S. herapy, 1999, and her husband James 
Rook, B.S., 1999. The family lives in Loma 
Linda, California. 
In Memoriam 
George Sears, St. Louis , Missouri, B.A. , 1969, on 
January 28, 2001. 
Gordon Church, Ada, Michigan, B.S., 1972, on 
January 25, 200 I. 
Sarah Santose, Muskegon Heights , Michigan, 
B.S., 1972, in July, 2000. 
Thomas Coan, Marinette, Wisconsin, B.S., l975 , 
on April 7, 2001. 
Elizabeth Coleman, Muskegon, Michigan, B.S., 
1975, and M.Ed., 1979, on July 16, 1998 . 
Jack Lumbert, Cedar Springs, Michigan, B.S ., 
1976. 
Ilene Tuffelmire, Grant, Michigan, B.A., 1978, on 
June 4, 2000. 
Jean Westphal, Port Sanilac, Michigan, B.S. , 
1978, on June 10, 2000. 
Betty Genger, Grand Rapids, Michigan, M.Ed. , 
1979. 
Mary Jane Grose, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
M.H.S., 1980, in October, 2000. 
Roger Hardwicke, Interlochen, Michigan, 
M.B.A., 1980. 
James Jachim, Grand Haven, Michigan , B.S., 
1982. 
Larry Manning, Jenison, Michigan, M.B.A., 
1983. 
Jay Markham, Loveland, Ohio, M .B.A., 1988. 
Karen Echtinaw, Freeport, Michigan, B.S. , 1995 . 
Amy Miller, Ravenna, Michigan, B.S.E., 1997, on 
April 4, 200 l. 
Nancy Hawkins, Grand Rapids , Michigan, M.Ed., 
1999, on March 7, 1999. 
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Grand Valley 
Help support GVSU 
University Development offers many new features 
on the Web, including details of ongoing campaigns, 
new planned giving opportunities, and profiles of 
Grand Valley friends and donors. Go to 
www.gvsu.edu/development to learn more. 
The Building for Life campaign for the Center for 
Health Professions is featured on the University 
Development home page. 
www.gvsu.edu 
T he university is in the midst of its largest construction and renovation project with a multitude of changes: new buildings in Grand Rapids and Muskegon ... an arch-
way entrance to the Allendale Campus . . . boulevards and bike 
paths on Lake Michigan Drive ... dance studio space ... a 
glass atrium for the Kirkhof Center .. . more residential build-
ings ... the list continues. To help navigate the changes, check 
out www.gvsu.edu/nextgvsu for construction updates and 
detour maps. 
Laker Football on your 
desktop 
All games, home and away, are broadcast on WMFN-
AM 640 and on the Web at lakersports.gvsu.edu. Laker 
Hall of Farner Dick Nelson returns for his 28th season 
of radio commentary. 
Daily news with GVNow 
Be sure to bookmark GVNow for daily news updates and 
feature items at gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
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Bees by the million 
Prof. Sharon Whitehill, 1 66, enjoys a buzzing avocation 
A t English Professor Sharon Whitehill's Coopersville farm, there's a constant buzz of 
activity - and not all of it comes from 
the millions of bees that live there. 
From beekeeping and gardening to art 
and writing, Whitehill and her husband 
James Meloy keep themselves busy. 
Meloy is a professional beekeeper who 
keeps his hives on the farm. At the peak 
of the season - from mid-June through 
the end of July - the farm is home to 
450 hives, each containing 100,000 
bees. 
The presence of the bees prompted 
Whitehill to write a children's book, 
Just One of the Bees. The story, which 
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she calls "kind of a 'Wizard of Oz' 
premise," was inspired by her grand-
daughter, Isla. 
With a glossary of bee terminology and 
vivid explanations of bee behavior, hus-
band Meloy calls the book "a whimsical 
tale that is bee-correct." That is, 
Whitehill added, "except for the fact 
that the bees communicate with each 
other verbally." 
Whitehill and Meloy sell some of their 
honey, beeswax candles, and bee pollen 
from a roadside stand in front of the 
farm, although the majority of the honey 
is sold on the wholesale market. 
While most people would find sharing 
their immediate world with 45 million 
bees frightful, Whitehill said they're fine 
neighbors. Just recently, though, one of 
the bees stung her. 
"That was my first sting after all these 
years," she said, noting that Meloy 
began keeping bees professionally in 
1991 and as a hobby for several years 
before that. 
Just One of the Bees is available in a 
self-published version from Whitehill. 
Whitehill is also shopping it around to 
publishers. 
She has been devoting much of her time 
to writing other children's books. 
"That's what I do with my winters 
now," she said. She added that she's 
\\Orking on a collection of short verses for 
-hi ldren and might include some bee-
in . pired work. 
Her published works include The Life and 
Work of Mary O'Hara, author of My Friend 
Flicka and Flicka's Friend: The Biography 
of a Biography. She is currently circulating 
a book on Aztec and Navajo folklorist 
Frances Gillmor. 
Whitehill is also a self-taught portrait artist 
and created the illustrations for Just One of 
the Bees. She works in colored pencil and 
foc uses mainly on babies and children. She 
ha exhibited her work at the Grand Rapids 
Art Museum's regional show and in exhibi-
tions at First United Methodist Church in 
Grand Rapids, East Congregational Church 
in Grand Rapids, and the Cascade Library. 
Sharon Whitehill (left) 
and her husband James 
Meloy share their 
Coopersville farm with 
millions of bees each 
summer. 
Whitehill has been a witness to Grand 
Valley history. As a member of the 
Pioneer Class admitted to GVSU in the 
fall of 1963, although that group would 
become heralded as Grand Valley's first 
graduating class in 1967, Whitehill 
became a part of an answer to a trivia 
question as one of the octet of students to 
be graduated early, in 1966. Since 1971 
she has taught English at Grand Valley, 
and if all goes according to plan, she will 
retire in the spring of 2003. 
~ 
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Detail work 
Grand Valley's original architectural detail, the arches erected nearly 40 years ago, included those on Lake 
Michigan Hall, pictured on the left. Workers on the Seidman House expansion project created the flashback 
scene on the right this summer as they constructed a 2,500-square-foot addition on the front of the building 
to house archives and special book collections. 
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